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APPENDIX A 
NOTICE OF PREPARATION AND COMMENT LETTERS 

Appendix A includes a copy of the Notice of Preparation and the comment letters received 

during the scoping period from June 8, 2016 through July 8, 2016. During the scoping period, 39 

comment letters were received. These comment letters are presented chronologically by date and 

organized in the following order: Agencies (State, Regional, and Local), Non-Governmental 

Organizations, and Individuals. Table A-1 provide a list of the comment letters received. 

Table A-1 

Index of NOP Comment Letters Received 

Commenter Letter Date 
State Agencies 

State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit (Scott Morgan, Director) June 10, 2016 

Department of Water Resources (David M. Samson, Division of Engineering) July 7, 2016 

Department of Transportation, District 8 (Mark Roberts, Office Chief) July 8, 2016 

Regional Agencies 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) (Jillian Wong, Program Supervisor) July 1, 2016 

Southern California Association of Governments (Ping Chang, Acting Manager, Compliance and 
Performance Monitoring) 

July 8, 2016 

Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District (Kevin Cunningham, Associate 
Engineer – Air/Water Quality Control 

July 11, 2016 

Local Agencies 

City of Moreno Valley, Community Development Department – Planning Division (Mark Gross, Senior 
Planner) 

June 29, 2016 

Non-Governmental Organizations 

Friends of Northern San Jacinto Valley (Susan Nash, President) June 15, 2016 

Friends of Northern San Jacinto Valley (Tom Paulek, Conservation Chair and Susan Nash, President) July 7, 2016 

Friends of the Northern San Jacinto Valley (Susan Nash, President); Also includes comments from 
David Bramlet forwarded by Sue and included in same July 10 email  

July 10, 2016 

Golden Era Productions, Church of Scientology (Muriel Dufresne) June 21, 2016 

Endangered Habitats League (Dan Silver, Executive Director) June 27 and 29, 2016 

Tri-County Conservation League (Greg Ballmer, President) June 30, 2016 

San Bernardino Valley Audubon Society (Dave Goodward, Conservation Committee) July 1, 2016 

German Shorthaired Pointer Club of San Diego (Leita Estes, President) July 2, 2016 

California Native Plant Society, Riverside-San Bernardino Chapter (Fred M. Roberts, Chair) July 7, 2016 

Center for Biological Diversity (Ileene Anderson, Senior Scientist) July 8, 2016 

California Waterfowl Association (Jeffrey A. Volberg, Director of Water Law and Policy) July 8, 2016 

Sierra Club, San Gorgonio Chapter/Moreno Valley Group (George Hague, Conservation Chair) July 8, 2016 

Individuals 

Margaret Park June 20, 2016 

Eugene N. Anderson June 28, 2016 

Joseph Fass June 30, 2016 

Jered Karr July 5, 2016 
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Table A-1 

Index of NOP Comment Letters Received 

Commenter Letter Date 
Katherine Klusky July 5, 2016 

Bhaskar Krishnamachari July 5, 2016 

Curtis Marantz July 5, 2016 

Rosedith Marx July 5, 2016 

Art and Sharon Raya July 5, 2016 

Christopher Taylor July 5, 2016 

Don White July 5 and 9, 2016 

Linda Freeman July 6, 2016 

Mark Hunter July 6, 2016 

Ron Cyger July 6, 2016 

John Green July 7, 2016 

Ann McKibben July 7, 2016 

Julie Szabo July 7, 2016 

Patrick Temple July 8, 2016 
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Notice of Preparation 

June 8, 2016  





State of California – Natural Resources Agency  EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE  CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director  

Bermuda Dunes Field Office 

78078 Country Club Drive, Suite 109 

Bermuda Dunes, CA  92203 
www.wildlife.ca.gov 

 

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870 

Notice of Preparation of a 
Draft Environmental Impact Report and  

Notice of Public Scoping Meetings 
 

Date:   June 6, 2016 

To:   Responsible/Trustee Agencies and Interested Parties 

From:   California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Subject:  Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the 

San Jacinto Wildlife Area Land Management Plan Project and Notice of Public 

Scoping Meetings 

NOP Public Review Period: June 8, 2016 to July 8, 2016 

Public Scoping Meetings: June 15, 2016, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

A. Introduction  

In accordance with Section 15063 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

Guidelines, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), as lead agency, will 

prepare a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed Land Management Plan 

(LMP) for the San Jacinto Wildlife Area (SJWA) (proposed project). As required by CEQA, this 

Notice of Preparation (NOP) is being sent to the Office of Planning and Research, responsible 

and trustee agencies and interested members of the public who submitted a request for such 

notices. The purpose of the NOP is to inform recipients that CDFW is beginning preparation of 

an EIR for the proposed project and to solicit comments concerning the scope and content of the 

environmental information which is germane to your agency’s statutory responsibilities in 

connection with the proposed project. Information that will be most useful at this time would be 

descriptions of the significant environmental issues and reasonable alternatives and mitigation 

measures you would like to see explored in the Draft EIR. 

This NOP includes background information on the project and the project location (Section B), 

the purpose of the LMP and a description of the proposed project (Section C), a summary of 

potential project impacts (Section D), time and location of the public scoping meeting (Section 

E), information on how to provide comments to CDFW (Section F), and where documents are 

available for public review (Section G).  

http://www.cdfw.ca.gov/
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In accordance with the CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR 15082(b)), there will be a 30-day comment 

period for this NOP, beginning on June 8, 2016, and ending on July 8, 2016. The CDFW 

welcomes agency and public input during the public review period. In the event that no response 

or well-justified request for additional time is received from any responsible, federal, or trustee 

agency by the end of the review period, CDFW may presume that such agencies have no response.  

B. Background and Project Location 

B.1 Background 

The San Jacinto Wildlife Area (SJWA) is one of the larger public land holdings in Southern California 

and is a highly visited recreational resource. Recognition of these lands as a valuable resource led to 

their preservation. In 1979, the lands were put aside as mitigation property for the State Water Project’s 

(SWP’s) wildlife losses in Southern California through execution of a Memorandum of Agreement 

between CDFW, the Department of Water Resources, and the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 

California. The mitigation actions were implemented pursuant to the Davis-Dowling Act of 1961, 

which includes the preservation and enhancement of wildlife and public recreation as purposes of the 

SWP. The agreement designated existing SWP lands for wildlife mitigation and provided funding for 

land acquisition, both of which contributed to the establishment of the SJWA. In 1982, the property 

was designated as a wildlife area by the California Fish and Game Commission. In the following years, 

areas within the wildlife area have been improved to enhance and enlarge wetland, riparian, upland, 

and other native habitats for the conservation of native species. 

In addition, the SJWA provides recreational resources including waterfowl and upland small game 

hunting, bird watching, hiking, hunting dog training, horseback riding, nature study, photography, 

and mountain biking. Many of the recreational uses are supported by CDFW’s active management of 

SJWA facilities, including wetland ponds and trails. The SJWA also supports a diverse array of 

biological resources, including habitats associated with the San Jacinto River floodplain and the San 

Jacinto foothill region. The SJWA is an important stop for a number of migratory birds along the 

Pacific flyway. The SJWA also provides significant conservation lands, including areas that are part 

of the Stephens’ Kangaroo Rat Habitat Conservation Plan and the Western Riverside County 

Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP). As such, it provides important conservation 

for a variety of special-status species that require the management of habitat conditions and 

monitoring. The SJWA has been managed by CDFW since its inception. The CDFW is currently 

managing the following resources/activities within the SJWA: wetlands, riparian areas, alkali areas, 

vernal pools, waterfowl habitat and hunting areas, Stephens’ kangaroo rat, upland small game 

hunting, agriculture, hunting dog training, events that occur on the SJWA throughout the year, and 

any structures (restrooms, residences, office, etc.) that are on site.  
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The SJWA originally consisted only of the Davis Unit, with the first portion of the Davis Unit 

being acquired by the Wildlife Conservation Board in 1981 and 1982. Since the inception of the 

SJWA, the Potrero Unit was added in December 2003; the Western Riverside County MSHCP was 

created in 2004; and numerous other changes have occurred in the environment, therefore 

prompting the need to formalize the LMP for the SJWA.  

B.2 Project Location 

The SJWA project area is currently composed of approximately 20,126
1
 acres of land located in 

Southern California within central Riverside County (Figure 1). The SJWA consists of three 

noncontiguous land areas: the Davis Unit (two land areas) and the Potrero Unit. The Davis Unit 

generally consists of approximately 10,996 acres in the San Jacinto River Valley. The larger 

portion of the Davis Unit is located east of Lake Perris, and a smaller portion of land is located 

west of Lake Perris. The Potrero Unit consists of approximately 9,130 acres in the foothills of the 

San Jacinto Mountains (also referred to as “the Badlands). 

Figure 2 depicts the boundaries of the SJWA. The Lake Perris State Recreation Area shares a 

boundary along the western edge of the Davis Unit. Most of the Davis Unit is located within 

unincorporated Riverside County, but a small portion of the northern edge of the Davis Unit is 

located within the incorporated City of Moreno Valley, which lies to the north and west of the 

Davis Unit. The cities of Hemet and San Jacinto are located to the east, and the unincorporated 

rural Riverside County communities of Lakeview and Nuevo are located south of the Davis Unit.  

The Potrero Unit is located approximately 3 miles east of the Davis Unit. The vast majority of 

the Potrero Unit is located within the City of Beaumont, with a portion on the western edge 

located in unincorporated Riverside County. The Potrero Unit is bordered on the east by Bureau 

of Land Management land and to the southeast by the Soboba Indian Reservation. The Potrero 

Unit is located approximately 3 miles south of Interstate 10 (I-10), and portions of its western 

boundary are defined by State Highway 79 (SR-79) (also referred to as Lamb Canyon Road). 

C. Project Description  

C.1 Purpose of the Land Management Plan 

CDFW has prepared the LMP to help guide its future planning and management operations for 

the SJWA. The general purpose of the SJWA is to protect and enhance habitat for plant and 

wildlife species and to provide the public with compatible, related recreational uses. The existing 

operation of the SJWA includes public uses, which are incorporated into the LMP. Public uses 

that would continue to be permitted under the LMP include waterfowl and upland game hunting, 

                                                 
1
 
 

The 20,126 acres of the SJWA LMP includes adjacent and interstitial lands outside of the SJWA as part of this 

EIR analysis.  
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bird watching, hiking, hunting dog training, horseback riding, nature study, photography, and 

mountain biking. The specific purposes of the SJWA LMP are as follows: 

1. To guide the management of habitats, species, and programs described herein to achieve 

the CDFW’s mission to protect and enhance wildlife values. 

2. To serve as a guide for appropriate wildlife-associated and other public uses of the property. 

3. To serve as a descriptive inventory of fish, wildlife, and native plant habitats that occur 

on and use this property. 

4. To provide an overview of the property’s operation and maintenance and personnel 

requirements to implement management goals and objectives.  

5. To provide a description of potential and actual environmental impacts and subsequent 

mitigation that may occur during management, and to provide environmental 

documentation to comply with state and federal statutes and regulations. 

The LMP identifies goals and actions for the management of the SJWA, which are broadly 

designed to manage and enhance biological resources while providing wildlife-compatible public 

use. Management is categorized in three hierarchical levels: elements, goals, and tasks. The 

elements are the management categories or considerations; the goals identify the conditions 

management is designed to achieve; and tasks are the steps that will be taken to attain the goals. 

The management goals and actions of the SJWA LMP include biological and public uses. 

C.2 Summary of Project Description 

The proposed project consists of an LMP for the approximately 20,126
2
-acre SJWA, which is 

managed by CDFW. The LMP guides the management of habitats, species, and programs to 

achieve the CDFW’s mission to protect and enhance wildlife values and serves as a guide for 

appropriate public uses of the property. The LMP provides an overview of the property’s 

operation and maintenance and personnel requirements to implement management goals and 

objectives. The project is comprised of the following components that are new or increased 

activities as compared to the existing ongoing operation and maintenance activities: 

 Proposed public uses incorporated into the LMP; 

 Maintenance activities (e.g., habitat management and agricultural) to sustain the biological 

communities that provide habitat for wildlife and fisheries resources; 

 Minor improvements, such as signage, access control and maintenance, and trails that do 

not involve substantial physical disruption of the wildlife area; 

 Restoration and enhancement of alkali, wetland, upland, and riparian areas; 
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The 20,126 acres of the SJWA LMP includes adjacent and interstitial lands outside of the SJWA as part of this 

EIR analysis.  
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 Maintenance of proposed structures and facilities; 

 Monitoring and educational activities, including scientific research; 

 Coordination with public agencies and private interest groups, consistent with the LMP goals; 

 Dissemination of public information regarding the SJWA;  

 Implementation and enforcement of applicable laws and regulations. 

As shown in Figure 3, CDFW has divided the Davis and Potrero units into management subunits. 

Management subunits in the Davis Unit are labeled D1 through D15 and management subunits in 

the Potrero Unit are labeled P1 through P11. Table 1 summarizes the existing 

resource/management areas and ongoing associated activities, as well as proposed new or 

expanded existing resource/management areas and associated activities, expected to be actively 

managed in the near term (next 10 to 15 years). Table 1 also summarizes future potential 

resource/management areas and associated activities that could be actively managed in the long 

term (15 to 30 years) within the SJWA LMP, but currently there is no funding or specific project 

plans for these areas/activities. The EIR will consider the existing management areas/activities as 

the baseline conditions, and the proposed new or expanded management areas and activities as well 

as the future management areas/activities will be evaluated at a program-level analysis in the EIR.  

Table 1 

SJWA LMP Existing, Proposed Resource, and Future Potential Management Areas 

Resource/Managemen
t Area 

Existing Proposed Future Potential 

Total Acres 
Subunit 

Descriptiona Acres Subunit Descriptiona Acres 
Subunit 

Descriptiona 

Davis  

Wetlands Habitat 
Management Areas 

1,134 D4, 7, 9, 10, 13 882 D3, 4, 7, 9 582 D3, 4, 7, 11, 13 2,598 

Riparian Habitat 
Management Areas 

136 D3, 4, 7, 13 118 D3, 4, 5, 7, 11, 14 32 D3-4 286 

Alkali Habitat 
Management Areas 

— — 1,738 D1, 3-5, 7-8, 10, 13 344 D1, 3-4, 7, 10, 13, 
15 

2,082  

Waterfowl Habitat Areas 9 D7 47 D4 — — 56 

Waterfowl Hunting 
Areas 

1,130 D4, 9, 10, 13 104 D4, 7 1,413 D1, 3-4, 7, 11, 13 2,647 

SKR Management 
Areas 

863 D1, 6-7, 12-13, 15 648 D1-3 1,262 D1, 3, 5-8, 12-15 2,773 

Upland Habitat 
Management Areas 

  4,445 D1, 3-8, 10-15 2,559 D1-8, 11-13, 15 7,004 

Upland Small Game 
Hunting Areas 

6,478 D1-7, 10-13, 15 — — — — 6,478 

Agriculture Areas 1,304b D2, 4, 7, 11 269 D1, 3-4 858 D11, 13 1,648b 

Hunting Dog Training 
Areas 

267 D13 220 D11 316 D7, 11 803 

SJWA Events 995 D1-5, 7, 9-15 2,550 D1-11, 13 — — — 

Facilities and Structures  225 D4, 8, 9 — — — — — 
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Table 1 

SJWA LMP Existing, Proposed Resource, and Future Potential Management Areas 

Resource/Managemen
t Area 

Existing Proposed Future Potential 

Total Acres 
Subunit 

Descriptiona Acres Subunit Descriptiona Acres 
Subunit 

Descriptiona 

Water Storage Project —  275 D1-4 — — — 

Potrero 

Wetlands Habitat 
Management Areas 

— — 7 P2, P6 — — 7 

Riparian Habitat 
Management Areas 

— — 202 P1-11 — — 202  

Alkali Habitat 
Management Areas 

— — 140 P2, 4-7, 9-11 7 P10, 11 147 

SKR Management 
Areas 

— — 304 P5 335 P2-5 639 

Upland Habitat 
Management Areas 

— — 7,343 P1-4, 7-11 1,672 P2, 5-8, 11 9,015 

Upland Small Game 
Hunting Areas 

— — 1,506 P5, 6 5,734 P1-4, 7-8, 11 7,240 

SJWA Events 1 P2 2,250 P1-11 — — — 

Facilities and Structures 5 P2-5, 10 15 P2-5, 10 — — — 

Notes: 
a Subunits listed represent primary locations for each resource. Areas of less than 2 acres in size may not be listed. 
b Agricultural uses are the only resource management area identified to be reduced from existing conditions. Of the 1,304 acres of existing 

agricultural areas, 783 acres would be discontinued, reducing agricultural uses, before the proposed projects are added, to 521 acres. 

D. Potential Environmental Effects  

The EIR will evaluate potential environmental effects of the proposed project. CDFW will 

propose mitigation measures to avoid and/or substantially lessen any significant adverse effects 

identified in the EIR’s impact analysis. The EIR will identify reasonable alternatives, compare 

the environmental impacts of the alternatives to those of the proposed project, and propose 

mitigation to avoid and/or reduce impacts deemed potentially significant. 

No determinations have yet been made as to the significance of these potential impacts. 

Determinations will be made in the environmental analysis conducted in the EIR after the issues 

are considered thoroughly. Potential issues and impacts to the existing environment to be 

analyzed in the EIR include the following environmental topics: 

 Aesthetics 

 Agriculture and Forestry Resources 

 Air Quality 

 Biological Resources 

 Cultural and Paleontological Resources 
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 Geology and Soils 

 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

 Hazards/Hazardous Materials, Fire 

 Hydrology and Water Quality 

 Land Use and Planning 

 Mineral Resources 

 Noise 

 Population and Housing 

 Public Services 

 Recreation 

 Transportation and Traffic 

 Utilities and Service Systems 

The EIR will also address the cumulative environmental consequences of the proposed project in 

combination with other closely related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable probable future 

projects in the area. This will serve to satisfy CEQA requirements regarding regional cumulative 

effect concerns. 

In compliance with the CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR 15126.6), the EIR will describe and evaluate 

the comparative merits of a reasonable range of alternatives to the proposed project. The EIR 

will also identity any alternatives that were considered but rejected by the lead agency as 

infeasible and briefly explain the reasons why. The EIR will provide an analysis of the No 

Project Alternative and will also identify the environmentally superior alternative. The 

alternatives to be analyzed in the EIR will be developed during the environmental review process 

and will consider input received during public scoping. 

E.  Public Scoping Meeting  

Two public scoping meetings will be held by CDFW to inform interested parties about the 

proposed project, and to provide agencies and the public with an opportunity to provide written 

comments on the scope and content of the EIR. Both meetings will be held at the San Jacinto 

Wildlife Area, one in the morning and one in the evening. The meeting date, location and times 

are as follows: 

Date:   June 15, 2016 

Location:  San Jacinto Wildlife Area (warehouse) 

 17050 Davis Road, Lakeview, California 92567 

Morning meeting: 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Evening meeting: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
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The meeting space is accessible to persons with disabilities. Individuals needing special assistive 

devices will be accommodated to the best ability of CDFW. For more information, please contact 

Scott Sewell (see contact information in Table 2 CDFW San Jacinto Wildlife Area phone 

number) at least one week before the meeting. 

Everyone is encouraged to attend a meeting to express their concerns about the proposed project 

and to offer suggestions regarding the project as proposed, including alternatives. 

F.  Providing Comments 

At this time, the CDFW is soliciting information regarding the topics and alternatives that should 

be included in the EIR. Suggestions for submitting scoping comments are presented at the end of 

this section. Because of time limits mandated by state law, comments should be provided no later 

than July 8, 2016 (30-day comment period). Please send all comments to: 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Attention: Eddy Konno, Senior Environmental Scientist 

Mailing Address: 78078 Country Club Drive, Suite 109, Bermuda Dunes, California 92203 

OR via Email: SanJacintoWLM@wildlife.ca.gov  

(subject line: “SJWA LMP NOP Scoping Comments”) 

You may submit comments in a variety of ways: (1) by U.S. mail, (2) by electronic mail (email), 

or (3) by attending a public scoping meeting and submitting written comments at that time. 

Comments provided by email should include “SJWA LMP NOP Scoping Comments” in the 

subject line, and the name and physical address of the commenter should be contained in the 

body of the email. 

All comments on environmental issues received during the public comment period will be 

considered and addressed in the Draft EIR, which is anticipated to be available for public review 

in late 2016. 

F.1 Suggestions for Effective Comments 

Following are some suggestions for preparing and providing the most useful information for the 

EIR scoping process. 

1. Review the description of the project (see Section C of this NOP and the maps 

provided (Figures 1–3).  

2. Review the CEQA impact assessment questions (see Attachment 1). 

mailto:SanJacintoWLM@wildlife.ca.gov
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3. Attend a scoping meeting to get more information on the project and the environmental 

review process (see time and date in Section E). Ask questions and submit written 

comments either at the meeting or via mail or email (see Section F). 

4. Explain important issues that the EIR should cover. 

5. Suggest mitigation measures that avoid or reduce the potential impacts associated with 

the SJWA LMP. 

6. Suggest alternatives that could avoid or reduce the impacts of the proposed project. 

G. Location of Documents Available for Public Review 

Table 2 indicates where hard copies of the Draft EIR will be available for public review: 

Table 2 

Repository Sites 

Site Address Telephone 

CDFW San Jacinto Wildlife Area 17050 Davis Road 

Lakeview, California 92567 

951.928.0580 

CDFW Bermuda Dunes Office 78078 Country Club Drive, Suite 109, 
Bermuda Dunes, CA 92203 

760.200.9158 

Nuview Library 29990 Lakeview Avenue 

Nuevo, California 92567 

951.928.0769 

San Jacinto Library 500 Idyllwild Drive 

San Jacinto, California 92583 

951.654.8635 

Moreno Valley Public Library 25480 Alessandro Boulevard 

Moreno Valley, California 92553 ·  

951.413.3880 

Perris Branch Library 163 E San Jacinto Avenue 

Perris, California 92570 

951.657.2358 

Beaumont Library District 125 E 8th Street 

Beaumont, California 92223  

951.845.1357 

 

When they become available, the Draft and Final Environmental Impact Reports will also be 

available for public review online at https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Notices. 

 

https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Notices
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